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Tuesday was the first 
day that the salon 
took customers since 
the shooting. 


By Kasia HALL 
Editor in Chief 


The smell of flowers filled the air 
of a bustling Seal Beach hair and nail 
salon Tuesday. Nearly every chair was 
filled, and it was hard for most patrons 
to remember that only a year ago it 
was the scene of one of the area’s worst 
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mass killings. 

Salon Meritage in Seal Beach 
opened its doors and started serving 
its first customers Tuesday with a new 
owner, Irma Acosta. In October 2011, 
hundreds of people in the community 
laid candles and flowers outside Sa- 
lon Meritage to mourn the deaths of 
eight individuals, including co-owner 
Randy Fannin, who were killed when 
alleged gunman Scott Dekraai opened 
fired in the salon. 

The salon was full of flowers again 
yesterday afternoon with some coun- 
ters too crowded to hold anymore. 
This time, the cards read, “Congratu- 
lations.” 


Salon Meritage reopens in Seal Beach 


Sandi Fannin, the previous co-own- 
er of the salon, has passed the reigns 
to Acosta. Fannin and many of the 
stylists at Salon Meritage have stuck 
together in the past year working at a 
salon only a few shops down. 

Carla Benner, a stylist with the sa- 
lon for 13 years, said she felt that step- 


ping into Salon Meritage again made 


her feel like she was coming home. 

“I feel like I’ve been on vacation 
and I’m unpacking,” Benner said. “No 
matter how good the vacation is, it’s 
good to be home.” 

The reopening of the salon, Acosta 
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See MERITAGE, Page 3. Salon Meritage patrons sent flowers to the salon on its reopening. 
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Cristian Romero, a freshman engineering major, gets hyped up at the Thanksgiving-themed “Spin and Give” event. 


Students ‘Spin and Give’ for the less fortunate 


Steran AcrEGADO | DaiLy 49eR 
Ayla Donlin, a lecturer in the kinesiology department, wears 
a festive turkey hat as she motivates cyclers in the first leg of 
the three-hour cycling event at the SRWC. ~ 


Students work 

off calories while 
raising food to 
donate at the event. 


By Rasrya HussAIn 
Staff Writer 


Ayla Donlin sported a colorful 
turkey hat while instructing students 
on speed and form during a pre- 
thanksgiving spin session: In between 
spins, she got off her bike to motivate 
participants and even performed the 
“Gangnam Style” dance as the rest 
peddled away. 

Donlin, a lecturer in the kinesiol- 


ogy department, lead the beginning — 


hour of the first ever Thanksgiving- 
themed Spin-a-thon titled “Spin and 
Give” at the Student Recreation and 
Wellness Center yesterday. The event 
was aimed ‘at gathering canned food 
to donate to Food Finders, a food bank 


program. 

“It’s good people, for a good cause, 
having a good time,” Donlin said sev- 
eral times while spinning to keep par- 
ticipants motivated. 

According to Maureen MacRae, fit- 
ness coordinator at the fitness center, 
the “Spin and Give” event was created 
because “Sweat for a Vet” — the na- 
tional Spin-a-thon sponsored by the 
group Project Visibility, which raises 
money for veterans with disabilities 
— didn’ttake place this year. 

“The past two years we’ve done an 
annual “Sweat for a Vet’ Spin-a-thon,” 
Macrae said, “but since [Project Visibil- 
ity] is not having one.this year, we decid- 
ed to do one for Thanksgiving, and we’re 
kind of promoting it by saying, ‘Get your 
Thanksgiving workout in before you eat 


_all that Thanksgiving food’” 


Participants who took part in the 
three-hour-long event were required 
to donate one can of non-perishable 
food for every hour that they rode and 
were eligible to win raffle prizes at the 


See Spin, Page 2 


New teacher 
evaluation 
forms replace 
bubbles with 
short answers 


The forms are still 
filled out once a 
semester. 


By Lucas MCMASTER 
Staff Writer 


Once a semester, students have 
the chance to turn: the tables on their 
teachers by grading them on their per- 
formance. 

Many. students may think of 
teacher evaluations as Scantrons that 
mean getting out of class 15 minutes 
early, but new teacher evaluation 
forms aim to provide Cal State Long 
Beach professors with more in-depth 
feedback. 

The old forms used about 10 ques- 
tions to gauge the effectiveness of 
teachers based on a one-to-five rating 
system. Now, the forms have seven 
questions based on the rating system 
and also include three short-answer 
questions. The forms, which are not 


- Scantrons, can be filled out with a 


pencil or pen. 

Teri Yamada, CSULB President of 
the California Faculty Association, 
said that a new form was long over- 
due. 

“The old forms we had for a really, 
really long time,” Yamada said. “The 


-scoring from one to five just wasn’t 


that helpful. Now there are seven box- 
es on the scale which allows for more 
nuance.” 

Multiple students who have al- 
ready used the new evaluations said 
they did not notice any remarkable 
difference between the new and old 
forms. 

Senior economics major Alex 
Guerrera said that students do not 
take the evaluations seriously. 

“The test is basically the exact 
same except for a few specific ques- 
tions that ask for written answers,” 
Guerrara said. “But if you weren’t 


See EVALUATION, Page 3 
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SJSU students work to raise San Jose’s minimum wage 


A group of sociology 
students lead the 
campaign with labor 
organizations. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
Assistant City Editor 


While many students had their eyes 
only on Proposition 30 this November, 
a group of students from San Jose State 
University had set their sights on anoth- 
er measure — one that would pass and 
raise the city’s minimum wage from $8 


to $10. 

The idea originated from the group 
of SJSU sociology students, who 
worked with labor organizations to lead 
the minimum wage campaign. 

Scott Myers-Lipton, a sociology pro- 
fessor at SJSU, was the faculty adviser 
for the group of students. 

According to Myers-Lipton, a sociol- 
ogy student came to him with the idea 
of raising the minimum wage in 2010. 

Marisela Castro, one of Myers-Lip- 
ton’s students, saw that kids who par- 
ticipated in the after-school program 


she worked at were leaving hungry . 


because their parents made only mini- 
mum wage, according to Myers-Lipton. 
“This social injustice drove [Castro] 


to act,” Myers-Lipton -said. “[Castro] 
took a social action course with the goal 
of increasing the minimum wage to $10 
an hour in San Jose.” 

In her sociology course, Castro re- 
searched the importance of higher 
minimum wage cities like Washington, 
D.C. and how, by raising minimum 
wage, unemployment could decrease, 
Myers-Lipton said. 

Following her research, Castro and © 
her student colleagues conducted a poll 
with the citizens of San Jose about rais- 
ing the minimum wage from $8 to $10 
in an effort to reduce unemployment 
and stimulate the local economy. 

After the majority of citizens sup- 
ported the poll, organizations such as 


the South Bay Labor Council and Unit- - 
ed Way also expressed their support for 
the project, Myers-Lipton said. 

To get the-measure on the ballot, the 
sociology students collected 36,000 
signatures of support when only 19,200 
were needed, according to Myers-Lip- 
ton. 

After months of campaigning, voters 
turned out on Nov. 6 and supported the 
measure with a 59 percent “yes” vote. 

“If you work hard and play by the 
rules, you deserve a fair wage,” Myers- 
Lipton said. “Increasing the minimum 
wage encourages self-sufficiency and 
reduces the need for government ser- 
vices.” 

For some students involved in the 


project, like sociology major. Albert 
Perez, the mission to raise the mini- 
mum wage was very important. 

“J provided a lot of the spark that was 
necessary to kick it in gear,” Perez said. 
“All of our members played an integral 
part in the campaign.” : 

While this was Perez’s first social 
campaign, he said he plans to work 
more within his community.’ 

For some Cal State Long Beach stu- 
dents, like freshman mechanical engi- 
neering major Victor Espinoza, the idea 
of students raising the minimum wage 
is inspiring. 

“Tt is very reassuring and inspiring 
to know that anybody [students] can 
make a difference if they try,” she said. 


CSULB Japenese heritage 
professor wins national 
AAT] award for teaching 


The award was 
presented to Masako 
Douglas at a luncheon 
on Saturday. 


- By Evan Cognurr 
Staff Writer 


‘Cal State Long Beach Japanese Pro- 
fessor Masako Douglas admits to tak- 
ing a page from another highly touted 
teacher, and it seems to be working for 
her. 

Douglas, who said she tries to base 
her teaching style off of Confucius’ 
saying, “Tell me and I’ll forget; show 
me and I may remember; involve me 
and Ill understand,’ was recently 
awarded the American Association of 
Teachers of Japanese (AATJ) Teacher 
Award for 2012. 

“Tt is an honor, Douglas said. “I just 
appreciate my colleagues because this 
is a joint effort to make instruction bet- 
ter here and nationwide.” 

Her colleague, Kiyomi Chinen, de- 
scribed Douglas as perfect in the areas 
of teaching, research and community 
service. Douglas teaches several Japa- 
nese courses, and her goal is to help 
students who grew up in a home that 
spoke Japanese, according to Chinen, 
an assistant Asian and American stud- 
ies professor at CSULB. For her upper 
division courses, Douglas accommo- 
dates each student and tries to give 
them individual help. 

Douglas focuses her research on 
Japanese heritage language learning 


and incorporates what she learns into” 


her courses, according to Chinen. She 
has also published a Japanese heritage 
language textbook. 

Douglas, who tries to involve her stu- 
dents as much as she can by promoting 
experiential or hands-on learning, said 
her favorite part of her job is watching 
her students progress and develop their 


Masako Douglas 


Japanese. 

“They start from zero at the begin- 
ning of the semester, but now they can 
go to the Japanese store and buy some- 
thing,” Douglas said about her Japanese 
101 class. : . 

Douglas is also very active in help- 
ing Japanese. Saturday schools, like 
the Orange County Japanese School, 
Chinen said. She observes the classes 
almost every week and gives sugges- 
tions on how to improve the curriculum 
and instruction methods. 

Douglas’ award was presented at the 
AAT luncheon on Saturday. The lun- 
cheon was part of the American Coun- 
cil on the Teaching of. Foreign Lan- 
guages Annual Convention and World 
Languages Expo in Philadelphia. é 

According to its website, AATJ is an 
international organization of teachers, 
scholars and students of Japanese lan- 
guage, literature and linguistics. 

Douglas earned her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Kobe City Uni- 
versity of Foreign Studies in Japan. 
She then earned another master’s de- 


gree from Australian National Univer- — 


sity and a doctorate from University of 
Southern California in 1992. 


Students fear the shopping 
nightmares of Black Friday 


Many plan to avoid 
lines and chaos 
the day after 
Thanksgiving. 


By DANIELLE Carson, 
JAYNEE MATHIS AND 


KATHLEEN SANDOVAL 
Staff Writers 


Huy Vo stood sheltered from the 
scavengers ravaging his surroundings. 
The scavengers had only one objec- 
‘tive: to shop. 

Barnes and Noble was chaotic, 
full of ravenous shoppers, their carts 
overflowing with discounted items. 
They frantically swiped every credit 
card in their wallets and strategically 
removed items one-by-one until they 
were able to-escape from Vo’s register 
with their spoils. 


-“It was horrific. Those are some © 


of the most terrifying consumers on 
the face of the earth,” said Vo, who 
is relieved that he won’t be working 
behind the register on Black Erigey 
this year. 

This year, some stores have de- 
cided to open on Thanksgiving night. 
Wal-Mart announced it will open its 
doors at 8 p.m. and Target at 9 p.m on 


Thanksgiving. 

Christina Zoch, a Cal State Long 
Beach junior fashion merchandising 
major and Old Navy employee, said 
the store’s management decided to 


hold a Black’ Friday debriefing meet- 


ing to prepare for the store’s opening 
at 12°a.m. on Friday. Employees role 
played different scenarios that in- 


‘Tt was horrific. 
Those are some of the 
most terrifying 
consumers on the 


face of the earth.” 


-Huy Vo, student 


cluded techniques for handling irate 
customers. 

“A lot of customers are going to 
be frustrated,” Shelby Walker, a stu- 
dent enrolled in CSULB Open Uni- 
versity and Maty’s employee, said. 
“[Macy’s] just hired hundreds of new 
employees, and they don’t know any- 
thing.” 


Macy’s will open at midnight and 
continue its Black Friday sale until 1 
p.m. Saturday. 

Moji Majekodunmi, a junior po- 
litical science major, said that she has 
never tried her luck on Black Friday. 

“Although I’ve never: attended 
Black Friday ... I’ve always thought 
the sales’ were amazing deals’ that 
would be good for people trying to do 
some Christmas shopping, to increase 
their wardrobe or to haul in some elec- 
tronics,” Majekodunmi said. “Howev- 
er, I’ve never gone because I’m either 

‘too broke or too tired.” 

Oralia Rubio, a senior sociology 
major, said she will not shop on Black 
Friday this year either. 

- “T have shopped on Black Friday a 
few times,” Rubio said. The first time 
I went to Wal-Mart at 3 a.m. to get in 
line because I wanted to get a new flat 
screen TV.” 

The - following year, Rubio said 
she decided to shop online and she 
received the same deals she would 
have. gotten if she braved Ue cold and 
crowds. 

Gaby Martinez, a junior business 
marketing major and Abercrombie and 
Fitch employee, said she was warned 
by her managers for the upcoming 
shopping holiday. 2 

“TI was told by my managers that 
people'line up like crazy, to drink a lot 
of Red Bull and to be prepared,” “as 
tinez said. 


SPIN 


Continued from Page | 


end of each hour-long session, Mac- 
Rae said. 

“We're giving away t-shirts, water 
bottles, a Timex watch, gift bags and 
for those who donate five cans are eli- 
gible to win our grand prize, which is 
a brand new 3G bike,” she said. 

About 27 people participated in the 


first hour of the spinning. 

“T think the event is a really cool com- 
bination of charity and giving to others, 
while also getting to give to themselves,” 
Donlin said. “Ehey get to take care of 
themselves with health and fitness.” 

Lead personal trainer for the SRWC 
and exercise science major Tony 
Nunez, who helped in organizing the 
“Spin and Give,” said he was hoping to 
participate in the event for two hours. 

“It’s a great event. You get to do- 


nate food and burn some caloriés be- 
fore you go home for your big Thanks- 
giving feast,” Nunez said. 

Prior to the event, MacRae said 
they were hoping to collect at least 
100 cans in donations at the end. 

“As far as collecting the canned 
food; I think we exceeded what our 
expectations were,” she said. “I think 
we may even be close to 200.cans of 
food, which is really good for our first 
Thanksgiving Spin-a-thon.” 
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LAX union members to demonstrate on the day before Thanksgiving 


The march will take 
place on Century 
Boulevard in Los 
Angeles. 


By STEFANIE AKESSON- 
PETROVIC AND ANGELA 


RATZLAFF 
‘Staff Writers 


Students looking forward to flying 
home from the Los Angeles Interna- 
tional Airport today for Thanksgiving 
may be thrown a curveball. 

The Service Employees Interna- 
tional Union (SEIU) airport workers 


will hold a march today on Century 
Boulevard, which runs right by LAX. 

According to SEIU Spokesman 
Mark Gomez, the Century Progress 
March will protest Aviation Safegaurds 
(AVSG), who plan to take away health 
care from SEIU members by next 
month. 

According to Gomez, AVSG sup- 
posedly violated the Living Wage 
Ordinance that was enacted last year, 
which allowed employees to choose 
from a $15-per-hour wage without 
health care or a $12-per-hour wage 
with health care. Now, according to 
Gomez, health care will not be an 
option for the workers starting next 
month. 

The march will start on Century and 
Airport Boulevards and last from noon 
to 1:30 p.m., Gomez said. During the 


march, travelers can expect phased-in 
closures of westbound lanes of Cen- 
tury Boulevard and northbound lanes 
of Sepulva Boulevard, according to the 
Los Angeles Times. After the march, 
workers will return to their respective 
jobs. 

Gomez said that business in LAX 
will not stop, but traffic may be backed 
up because of the street closures for 
the march. : 

Cal State Long Beach students, like 
senior recreation and leisure services 
major Ben Higgins, said that he is glad 
that he’s not flying out of LAX today. 

“I would feel terrible [if I was there] 
because [there will] be long waits and a 
lot of people there,” he said. “Espe- 
cially with the [march], it is going to 
be nuts:” 

Workers who will participate in- 


clude security members and wheel- 
chair assistants, Gomez said. He said 
pilots and flight attendants may take 
part. 

“This is an important message,” 
Gomez said. “It involves the vast 
majority of Southern California. The 
working class is sitting on money they 
could be putting back into education 
and the city.” 

Higgins said that he supports what 
the airport is doing and thinks that 
the message will get a lot of attention 
because it is on a holiday. 

“T agree with the employees; they 
should be getting benefits for working 
there,” Higgins said. “They [are] doing: 
this because they want to come to 
terms with [AVSG]. So, I mean, I think 
it makes sense to strike. If | was them I 
would probably do it to.” 


Senior recreation major Eleni 
Cuevas said that she disagrees with the 
march. 

“T think it’s not fair to the public 
who [need] to fly out for this holiday,” 
she said. “I would demand my. money 
back. It is going to hurt LAX in the 
long run. People are not going to fly 
out from [LAX] anymore because of 
their reputation now.” 2a 

Cuevas said that in current econom- 
ic conditions, it is difficult to provide 
health care to all employees. 

“No company can afford to give 
health care to everyone, so [they are] 
just forcing people to strike, and it’s 
not going to change because this coun- 
try is broke,” she said. “You're just 
going to upset society, and they are just 
going to go somewhere else ... because 
we are consumers. We consume.” 


MERITAGE 
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said, was at the urge of the clients and 
~ allowed all the stylists to stay together. 
“We knew it was what Randy [Fan- 
nin] would have wanted,” Acosta said. 
The first day of operation was run- 
ning smoothly, Acosta said, except 
for a few hiccups: a lack of hot wa- 
ter and a faulty toilet. Nevertheless, 
patrons were happy to be back, and 


the salon was filled with chatter and. 


laughing. ; 

Pat Tuchscher, who has been a cli- 
ent of Acosta’s for 15 years, said she 
was surprised by how much bigger the 
salon looked. : 

“It’s so different. It’s beautiful,” 
Tuchscher said. 

The salon went through radical 


changes since its closing last year, ac- . 


cording to Acosta, but with help of the 
community, she began to pick up the 
pieces. : 

“We literally built [the salon] from 
the ground up,” she said. 

What were once piles of dirt now 
hold walls with hair sinks. The salon is 
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Hundreds gathered in front of Salon Meritage in October 2011 
to mourn the deaths of those killed in the shooting. 


also now decorated with its logo, “M” 
for Meritage. 

Acosta said the opening of the salon 
was bittersweet, but with food in the 
fridge from loyal patrons, she is opti- 


COME 


mistic the salon will flourish. 

“There are a lot of salons in Seal 
Beach particularly, but we felt it not 
only had to reopen, but it had to be Sa- 
lon Meritage,” she said. 


EVALUATION 


Continued from Page 1 


going to fill out the ones before, you 
won’t answer these either.” 

Guerrara said he thinks students 
do not feel they are effective because 
teachers do not seem to care about them 
either. 

“They don’t matter,” Guerrara said. 
“T’ve had multiple teachers tell me they 
barely. look at them.” : 

Other students, like senior kinesiol- 
ogy major Kristin Taylor, said that they 
welcomed the change as a step in the 
right direction. 

“There’s more of a chance to give 
tangible feedback; it’s not just bub- 
bling in circles,” Taylor said. “If stu- 
dents fill them out thoughtfully, they 
could actually be valuable in a class- 
room.” : 

Taylor said she thinks the short-an- 
swer questions will be more effective at 
getting responses than the open-ended 
space for comments that was on the old 
form. 

“The old forms gave them a rating 
but didn’t tell the instructor what they 
were doing right or wrong,” Taylor 


GET A Jadle OF 


WHAT’/S HAPPENING AT 


Your CORNER 


FREE SWEET o FREE HAND-ROASTED COFFEE 


with purchase of a breakfast, lunch or dinner entree 


Receive a free individual cookie, Baby Bundt, brownie, bar, Whoopie Pie or a free medium hand-roasted coffee with purchase of a breakfast 
lunch or dinner entree. Valid at Long Beach cafe only. No cash value. One time use only. One offer per order. Not redeemable 
with any other offers. Expiration January 31, 2013. Coupon code 74 (sweet) or 85 (coffee). 


a) 


BREAKFAST e« LUNCH « DINNER Wi 
6507 E. PACIFIC COAST HWY. e LONG BEACH e 562.856.6120 


WWW.CORNERBAKERYCAFE.COM 


said. . 
Remo Colindrus, a senior graphic 
design major, said that teachers have to 
be open to criticism for any evaluation 
form to be effective. 

“At the end of the day, teachers have 
the final say,” Colindrus said. “Either 
they are going to take the advice or they 


~ won't.” 


Senior athletic training major Krys- 
tal Gomez said she has had multiple 
professors take it upon themselves tq 
get constructive feedback from their 
students, which she thought was much 
more effective. 

“Teachers who do really care what 
students think make their own forms to 
find out what’s working and what isn’t,” 
Gomez said. 

Francisco Portillo, .a.senior health 
care management major, said he thinks 
the evaluation forms are an essential 
part of keeping students engaged in 
their education. 

“Some teachers have mentioned 
that they have made changes based 
on comments from students,” Por- 
tillo said. “When it’s for a class that 
I care about or enjoy, I always try. to 
tell them something that was helpful 
to me.” 
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Black Friday has gotten out of 
control. : 

Over the past few years the 
made-for-consumerism holiday has 
grown bigger and bigger, snowball- 
ing into an unstoppable force that is 
enveloping us all. 

Black Friday used to take place 
on, well, Friday. 

That was until major retailers, 
like Target and Walmart, decided 
to open their doors three to four 
hours before midnight this year. 

Yes, the holiday that once took 
place on the morning after Thanks- 
giving is now spilling over into 
fami- 
lies’ 
turkey 
dinner 
and 


Our VIEW 


football watching time. 

Employees of these stores must 
show up hours before customers ar- 
rive, meaning many will have their 
Thanksgivings either cut short or 
not exist at all. 

Of course, we only have our- 
selves to blame for Black Friday’s 
gripping takeover of the holiday 
weekend. 

Our over-the-top demand 
for great deals on products has 
convinced retailers that we will 
be lining up days before gravy or 
shine. 

If you.give them a discount, they 
will come. 

The images that Black Friday 
conjures up are long lines, employ- 
ees being trampled to death and 
people pepper-spraying each other 
so they can get to the video game 
aiste first. 

Since when did getting a dis- 
count on a big screen TV make us 
become so animalistic? 


The thing about Black Friday is that it should be irrelevant due 
to the Internet. A lot of the deals they offer in the stores are also 
available online. Customers can have their purchases shipped to 


them instead of facing the crowds early in the morning. The deals 
start Friday and extend throughout the weekend. Prices get even 
better once the weekend is over as the Internet celebrates Cyber 


Monday. 


But at the end of the day, maybe it is the adrenalinerush people 
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get from racing through the Toys R’ Us aisles that keeps driving 
them in droves to the stores on Black Friday. 
The new Furby will certainly be in high demand this year — es- 


pecially since parents will be hesitant to buy their children a Tickle 


Me Elmo this Christmas. , 


PETA’s call to cancel annual turkey pardon will go unanswered 


President Obama will have a very difficult 
decision to make when he has to choose which 
turkey he will save at this year’s annual turkey 
pardon. 

The turkey pardoning; which started with 
President Abraham Lincoln sparing his son’s 
pet bird for Christmas, has become a beloved 
American tradition and has been passed on from 
president to president. 

The competition to not end up on the dining 
room table this year has been fierce, which is 
why Obama has elected to get some help from the 
public. : 

People can vote on the White House Facebook 
page between the confident Cobbler, who is 
known as a strutter, weighing in at 40 pounds and 
8 ounces, or Gobbler, the patient but proud turkey 
weighing in at 43° pounds and 3 ounces. 
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Now, while all this discussion about turkey is 
probably getting you both excited and hungry, 
there is a group that is vehemently against the 
presidential turkey pardoning. The group in ques- 
tion is probably an easy guess: the Péople for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals. 

~ PETA has voiced its 
concerns about the tradi- 
tion, asking the president to 
not participate in this year’s © 
pardoning. 

Ina letter sent by PETA 
President Ingrid Newkirk to Obama, shé states 
that the Thanksgiving tradition “makes light of 
the mass slaughter of some 46 million gentle, 
intelligent birds” and “portrays the United States 
president as being in some sort of business part- 
nership with the turkey-killing industry.” 
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PETA is right. During the holiday season 
millions of turkeys lose their lives so that their 
roasted carcasses can be made the centerpiece of 
a delicious family dinner. 

However, drafting a letter to ask the president 
to. not pardon a turkey just seems to be counter- 
productive. Here’s the deal. 
There is very little chance 
that PETA will ever be able to 
bring down the turkey-killing 
industry. : 

They can make us all aware 
of the poor conditions these defenseless animals 
must go through and make a push for more 
humane industry standards, but Americans will 
always hold onto to their turkey on Thanksgiv- 
ing. 

So asking the president not to pardon a turkey, 
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the one turkey that would be saved this year, just 
seems a little off the mark. 

‘I do like PETA’s idea of changing the name 
of the tradition from “pardoning” to “liberat- 
ing” or “excusing.” The turkey really did noth- 
ing wrong in its life other than being born as a 
turkey, so “pardoning” really isn’t the correct 
word choice. ‘ 

It will be interesting to see what Obama 
does with the recent concerns voiced by PETA. 
Like I have said, I doubt this tradition will be 
canceled, but maybe Obama may address some 
of PETA’s requests by changing the name.of the 
tradition. 

It is something the president may think is a 
good idea. 

Chasen Doerr is a senior journalism major 
and the opinions editor for the Daily 49er. 
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The Elmo puppeteer resigned from Sesame Street prematurely 


Let’s travel back to February this year, when 
cyclist Lance. Armstrong was stripped of all his 
Tour De France medals and accused of using 
performance enhancing drugs. 

Many people were disappointed to find out that 
their hero had cheated. 

There was also a large group of people wae 
refused to stop believing in or supporting Arm- 
strong until there was definitive proof of his drug 
use. 

Now, here we are months later, and a complete- 
ly different scandal has emerged that takes place 
on a street that’s not located in France. 

Kevin Clash, the voice and puppeteer of the 
hugely popular Muppet Elmo on the children’s 
program Sesame Street, has been accused of hav- 
ing sexual relations with a then 16-year-old boy. 

_ The now 23-year-old man says that Clash took 
him on dates and had sex with him when he was 
only 16 years old. Clash admits that he had a rela- 
tionship with the man but says that it was after he 
was already 18. 


The man originally recanted his statement 


but has now recanted that 


“recantation and is demand- 


ing money again. 
Due to all this controver- 
sy, Clash has stepped down 


' from Sesame Street and has 


released a statement saying 
he is sorry that this personal 
matter has affected Sesame 
Street negatively. 

Now, if it is proven that 
Clash had a relationship 
with an underage boy, then 
he should definitely step 
down from Sesame Street 
and pay up, but much like 
Armstrong’s situation there 
is little to no proof as of 


yet, and the resignation seems 


premature. 


We are innocent until proven guilty in this 


country. People claimed they needed more evi- 
dence before they would be- 
lieve the Armstrong stories, 
but in this situation, people 
seem quick to call Clash a 
pedophile despite there be- 
ing even less evidence. 

It is unfortunate that 
the system allows for any- 
body to-accuse someone 
famous of something, and 
if it generates enough 
controversy, then they get 
what they want, whether 
it’s true or not. 

Think about Michael 
Jackson. 

At the time of his death, 
the mood of the country 

was very: sad about the loss of 
a great musician, while just a 
few years before people were accusing him of 


Matt GrRIPPI 


being a child molester. 

None of those cases were proven either, but 
millions of dollars were paid to the accusers. 

Some people may still look down on Clash for 
having a relationship with the man even that man 
was 18 at the time. 

If that is the case, it is legal and shouldn’t make 
him lose his job. 

If one of the puppeteers on Sesame Street had 
a relationship with an 18-year-old girl, we most 
likely wouldn’t hear about it in the first place. 

Yes, the age difference is frowned upon, but 
it’s not illegal to be gay or to date an 18-year-old, 
so what is the big deal? 

Hopefully Clash didn’t have a relation- 
ship with a 16-year-old, but until we find 
out the truth, I think people should give him 
the benefit of the doubt, just as people gave 
Armstrong the benefit of the doubt during his 
controversy. 

Matt Grippi is a senior journalism major and 
the diversions editor for the Daily 49er. 


Thanksgiving is a time for giving back to the local community 


Thanksgiving is almost here, a. day of turkey, 
family appreciation and togetherness. It’s the 
transition into colder weather, finals and ultimate- 
ly winter holidays and vacation. Thursday is the 
day when we celebrate what we are thankful for. 

This year, don’t wait until the donation bins 
are around town as Santa rings his bell for petty 
change. The money you are planning to spend on 
either Black Friday or Cyber Monday could help 


provide support to those unfortunate enough to be 


missing out on the Thanksgiving feast tradition. 
Your money or time can help locals in your neigh- 
borhood, Hurricane Sandy victims or the troops 
fighting for our country overseas. 

There are several ways to help provide support. 


Your second plate or abundant leftovers each year 
could amount to feeding several in need. 

Long Beach has been active this season in 
providing food around the city. Several churches 
have held food drives to collect dinners for others. 


One church offered 1,000 


residents and homeless women 


from shelters clothes, advice 
and free haircuts along with 
their meal. Another church 


distributed donated produce and turkey, feeding 


more than 700 locals. 


A group of local hotels provided food to 
combine two large Thanksgiving feasts in the 
park. The Westin and Renaissance hotels joined 
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with the Hilton, Hyatt and Hotel Maya to provide 
dinner in City Councilman Dee Andrew’s event 
“Serving With a Thankful Heart.” 

Those who are in shape and want to help raise 
money can do so in the Turkey Trot. 

Long Beach holds an annual 
Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving 
morning for all ages, ranging 
from a half-mile course to a 
10K. Run or walk, it doesn’t 
matter. It is just for a good cause. 

The Community Action Team returns the 
money: raised to the community and areas of 
need. This year will be the 10th annual trot, held 
in Belmont Shores. 


In the Los Angeles area, there is a higher need 
for volunteers to meet the needs of the many 
shelters and kitchens. 

Throughout this week and next, the LA Re- 
gional Food Bank is encouraging volunteers to 
assist assembling food packages of donated food. 

For more ways to find out where and how you 


_ can help, visit volunteermatch.org. 


Even if you don’t choose one of the aforemen- 
tioned methods of helping, find it within you this 
holiday to spread love and support by any means - 
that you can. 

Krista Brooks is a junior journalism major 
and the assistant opinions editor for the Daily 
49er. 
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Student Advertising Representatives 
for the Daily Forty-Niner ~ 


The Daily Forty-Niner and Dig Magazine Advertising 
Department seeks enthusiastic, self-motivated 
individuals to join our advertising team. The 
following position is available. Benefits include: 


teal in building brands for alone 
Valuable work experience 

Marketing & Sales 

Ad Copy & Layout 

Mix Media Sales 

Networking 
High learning potential 


Build a professional portfolio 
Flexible Schedule 


and Social Security card. Must bea an enrolled student af CSULB. 
Apply in person in the SSPA Bldg. Room 0108. Ask for Sara naa 
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Steven Spielberg’s 


The film goes into the 16th 
president’s final months. 


By Matt Grier! 
Diversions Editor 


Looking at director Steven Spielberg’s films, you'll 
find that he fluctuates between fun action-packed sci- 
ence fiction and historical drama fairly frequently. 
“Lincoln” is obviously from the latter category, but 
it has the Spielberg charm that we haven’t seen from 
him in years. 

When thinking of an Abraham Lincoln biopic, the 
first images that come to mind are of log cabins and 
humble beginnings, but Spielberg and screenwriter 
Tony Kushner have chosen to skip all of that and fo- 
cus on the man’s final months of life at the end of the 
American Civil War. 

The main conflict of the film is the difficult time 
Lincoln (Daniel Day-Lewis) had in getting the 13th 
Amendment to abolish slavery approved by the House 
of Representatives. The Emancipation Proclamation, 
which originally freed the slaves, was an act of war 
based upon the assumption that the president can 
claim property from hostile nations during wartime. 
This probably would not hold up after the war ended, 
and in stated that human beings can be “property,” 
which is the opposite of what Lincoln wants. 

In order to get the amendment passed, Lincoln 
needs to sway a certain amount of Democratic voters 
in the House to vote against their party. Lincoln also 
has to prolong the Civil War, in which thousands of 
American citizens were dying, while working toward 
a peace agreement. 

To achieve this, Lincoln enlists the help of W. N. 
Bilbo (James Spader), Robert Latham (John Hawkes), 


‘Lincoln’ is worth every penny (Critter 


WWW.THELINCOLNMOVIE.COM 


Daniel Day-Lewis does an amazing job portraying Abraham Lincoln in this entertaining Biopic 


Richard Schell (Tim Blake Nelson) and others to bribe 
voters, do back-door dealings and various other legal- 
lyquestionable acts. 

This is what makes “Lincoln” a fascinating film. It 
is easy to think of the abolishment of slavery as such 
a simple moral decision from the perspective that we 
have now, but in Lincoln’s time it took all kinds of 


convincing and work to get it done. 

Day-Lewis absolutely transforms himself for the 
role of Lincoln. Within five minutes, it is near impos- 
sible to not feel like you’re in the room with the him. 

Still, the film is not perfect. Although the political 
plot gave Spielberg plenty to work with, he still felt the 
need to insert unnecessary family drama involving his 
son Robert (Joseph Gordon-Levitt), who wants to leave 
college to fight in the war. This side-plot serves little 
purpose and merely makes the film overlong. 

“Lincoln” takes a potentially boring subject and 
turns it into a fascinating and surprisingly funny film 
about the lengths one man must go to so he can do 
what is right. It shows that nothing can get done in 
this country unless someone on the opposing side of a 
conflict is willing to go against the group mentality of 
their party and vote for what they believe in. It’s also 
nice to be entertained by an Abraham Lincoln film in 
which he doesn’t kill a single vampire. 


pus 
alendar 


Nov. 21 


‘Chill’ 

10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Queen Mary 

The Queen Mary will host 
‘Chill, a winter extravaganza 
with ice sculptures, ice skat- 
ing and other ice-themed 
attractions. Admission to 
this winter wonderland is 
$24.95 for adults and $19.95 
for children. Five runs on the 
ice slide are $12.95. 


Art Exhibition 
12-5p.m. 

University Art Museum 
Have a fun afternoon with 
art exhibitions from Patrick 
Wilson, Linda Day and Cal 
State Long Beach’s perma- 
nent collections known as 
From the Vault. Admission is 
free for students, faculty and 
staff. Admission costs $4 for 
the general public. 


The Drop 

9 p.m. 

217 N Pine Ave. 

Head over to the Blue Café 
and Mariposa Lounge for The 
Drop: a weekly celebration 
of electronic dance music. 
Every week will feature a 
rotating lineup of DJs. Entry 


“is free with good deals for 


happy hour: $3 beers and $3 
wells. 21+ only. 
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10 ANNOUNCEMENTS 


TEST PREPARATION 
WORKSHOPS 
GRE, LSAT, GMAT, SAT, CBEST, 
CSET, RICA 
As educators, we know that great 
teachers make for great classes so 
our philosophy has always been to 
use fully crendentialed teachers 
with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom 
experience. This is the basis for 
our high quality programs at 

_ affordable prices. 

$260-$450 (Materials 

Included) REPEAT FOR FREE 
Programs Offered By: 
California State University Long 
Beach 
Continuing and Professional 
Education 
562-985-5561 
www.¢cpe.csulb.edu 
BTPS Testing 
800-426-2769 


www.btpstesting.com 


IN A BAND AND LOOKING FOR 
PUBLICITY? 


KNOW A LOCAL BAND YOU 
WANT TO REVIEW? 


Long Beach arts and 
entertainment calendar of events 


Find reviews and information 
about local venues 


In a band? 

Send us your information! 
Know a band or venue? . * 
Send us the details. 

We'd love to hear your ideas! 


Get in contact with Distractions 
by The Beach at 


www.Daily49er.com/Diversions 


(ALL CLASSIFIED 


STAY CONNECTED! 


Sign up for breaking news email 
alerts and be able to surf through 
conent right in your email! 


Sign up at daily49er.com/register 


EYE CARE for STUDENTS 
$99 SPECIAL 


Includes: Eye exam & eye glasses 
Or 


Eye exam & 1 pair of disposable 
contact lenses 


Or 

20% off eye exam 

20% off eye glasses 

10% off contact lenses 

20% off prescription sunglasses 


EAP OPTOMETRY 
6541 E. Spring Street 
Long Beach, CA 90808 
EapOptometry.com 


Pepperdine University 


Graduate School of Education 
and Psychology 


Be an advocate for global change. 


Master of Arts in Social 
Entrepreneurship and Change 


In less than 2 years, you can 
begin improving the lives and 
welfare of others. 


Peppperdine University’s 
innovative program provides you 
with the tools you need to turn 
your passion into a career. 


And it’s 40% online, for.working 3 
professiorial. 


Call (886) 503-5467 to speak 
with your education program 
recruiter, Tammy Hong, 


CHARGED AT THE DAILY RATE PRICE. 


TO PLACE AD ONLINE, VISIT DAILY49ER.COM 


> 


Follow @49erSports on Twitter 
For all things LBSU 


BEAT $0 CAL DUI 
| JB Lavirr LAW, Apc 


www.daily49er.com/sports 


Cartoonists Wanted 
Join the Daily 49er and see your 


work here! Contact us at 


eicd49er@gmail.com 


57 Rooms FOR RENT 


Lg furn rm for rent w/ priv bath 
10 min dr from’CSULB, 


We 're seeking dedicated 
volunteers to help care 
for campus cats. 


_ Please call 
562/233-6364 


* use of all appl, wifi, kitchen, 
dining, living rm, pool, TV 


700/mo no pets, no smoking plz 


Fem wanted. 


| Ft ebrockeste | 
Last day to apply: 11/31/12 | 
ny visit the tse i 


aia 2013 pee Prograta 
| in Korea (EPIK) 

[$1,600- 2,500/month plus 
housing, airfare, medical 
insurance, paid vacation 
Must have BA degree 
Deadline: Sometime in 
November **this date is 
tentative and could change 
depending on circumstances** 


Jai - (213)386-3112 ex.201 | | 
jai.kecla@gmail.com 


Call Mary Jo at 
562-493-8100 


18525 - 11.26.12 


I} 
Follow the 
Daily 49er on: 


You 


COOL T-SHIRTS! 
AWESOME DESIGNS! 


ONLY $10!! 


facebook. 


custter WWW.GOATWEAR.NET 


Goto 
www.daily49er.com 
for more information 


MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE 
[| NO REFUNDS (| MINIMUM SIZE: 3 LINES 
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*PRICES ARE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS, BREAKS IN RUNS WILL BE 


RATE PER DAY: 


$2.00/line 1 day 
$1.50/line 2-4days 
$1.00/line 5 - 20 days 
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$ .80/line semester rate 


Additional $1.00 charge for bold 


No. of Runs 
Daily Cost - 
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Balance Due 


PRINT YOUR AD HERE. ONE CHARACTER OR SPACE PER BOX. 32 CHARACTERS PER LINE 
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-LBSU close to becoming elite mid-major 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


‘n Friday night, when the 
Long Beach State men’s 
basketball team took on 

; No. 11 North Carolina, 
the record fot attendance at the Walter 
Pyramid was shattered. 

Nearly 7,000 people showed up for the 
game, which broke the previous record 
by more than 1,000. Those numbers look 
good on their own, but when comparing 
them to the average attendance of schools 
that LBSU hopes to compete against, they 
really aren’t that impressive. 

Southern California and UCLA see 
crowds between 6,000 and 13,000 ona 
game-by-game basis depending on the 
matchup and the success of its teams. 
UCLA’s remodeled Pauley Pavilion and 
return to the national top 25 has seen it 
earn crowds as large.as 13,513 so far. 

LBSU can’t be reasonably measured 
up against USC and UCLA though, as 
its Athletics budget and national promi- 
nence pale in comparison. Many more 
similarities can be found between The 
Beach and San Diego State, a fellow 
Cal State University. : 

.SDSU, which will be joining the Big 
West Conference next year, consistently 
sells out its Viejas Arena for an aver- 
age attendance of 12,414. The Aztecs 
even attracted a crowd of 11,613 for an 
exhibition game against Point Loma 
Nazarene in 2011. Those crowds didn’t 
show up until midway through 2010, 
however, when SDSU opened its season 
with 20 straight wins and made its way 
into the top 10 of the national rankings. 

Head coach Dan Monson hasn’t got- - 
ten his 49ers to the top 10 or even the 


top 25 yet, but his recent success sug- 
gests that a place in the national rank- 


ings may not be far off. The promi-: 


nence of LBSU basketball has grown 
incredibly since its NCAA tournament 
run last year, as its uniforms, floor and 
locker rooms have earned recognition 
from ESPN and Yahoo! Sports. 

The on-court product has improved 
as well, as Monson may have gotten 
the 49ers some staying power after rid- 
ing Casper Ware and company to a Big 
West title last year. LBSU was the pre- 
season favorite to win the conference 
and advance to the NCAA tournament 
once again this season. 

Consecutive trips to the Big Dance 
would put LBSU in the national eye 
again and potentially have a hugely 
positive impact on recruiting. Monson 
has. done a good job taking his own 
guys and making them contenders, but 
he hasn’t had much success keeping lo- 
cal talent in the area. 

This year, Long Beach Poly has one of 
the best high school basketball teams in 
the country. Seniors Roshcon Prince and 
Jordarf Bell are each top: 100 recruits ac- 
cording to Rivals.com, but neither plans 
to make the Pyramid his home in the fu- 
ture. Prince recently committed to USC, 
and Bell just gave his verbal to Oregon. 
LBSU didn’t last long in their college 
searches, as it had little luck standing out 
from Pac-12 schools and SDSU. 

In fact, the only local recruits Mon- 
son has signed at all recently are Kyle 
Richardson and Shelton Boykin, a four- 
star forward out of Poly who struggled 
academically and had to transfer to 
Antelope Valley College. 

The reason LBSU hasn’t been able 
to reel in local talent can largely be 
blamed on its lack of flashiness and big- 
time look. The Pyramid has become:an 
iconic building for the university but not 


much more. As a venue that seats around 
7,000 spectators with extra bleachers set 
up, it doesn’t have the capacity to host a 
major program. That isn’t a problem yet 
though, as a fair amount of the fans in 
attendance Friday night were wearing 
the powder blue of UNC. 

One thing the Pyramid does have is 
a fancy locker room setup. Renovated 
over the summer, the locker rooms 
now. feature film-rooms and kitchens 
in addition to upgraded bathrooms arid 
locker areas. Monson said earlier in 
the year that the locker rooms would 
now play an essential role in recruit- 
ing; whereas in the past he had tried to 
avoid them entirely. 

The new locker rooms, unique floor 
design and recent success are all signs of 
a program that’s about to break through 
to the next level. In a few years time, 
LBSU may have to change its goals 
from making the NCAA tournament to 
advancing to the sweet 16 or elite eight. 

SDSU can attribute its ascension to 
the upper tier of SoCal basketball pro- 
grams fo the opening of the Viejas Are- 
na in 2009: LBSU is doing what it can 
to make the Pyramid a more attractive 
place to play, and more consistent suc- 
cess from the basketball team would 
create a domino affect of good things 
for the athletics department. 

More success leads to more school 
spirit, which leads to more attendance. 
More attendance leads to more money, 
which leads to more upgrades. More 
upgrades lead to better recruiting, 
which leads to more competitive teams 
across all sports. 

This is the process that began when 
LBSU hired Monson in 2007, and 49er 
fans are finally beginning to see its pay- 
off five years later. One can only imag- 
ine what the payoff will be if Monson 
sticks around for five more. 
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LBSU hasn't been impressive so far this season, but players like Mike 
Caffey (5) and big crowds suggest future success for the program. 
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